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Kev’s Kolumn

I’d like to start this Newsletter by wishing everyone a wonderful and God-Blessed 2021. I hope and pray
that each of us will each grow in our faith and love for God our Father and for Jesus Christ His Son, and
that we would each know more of the Holy Spirit’s power and enabling in our lives in the coming year.  I
would also like to thank each and every one of you for your faithful support over the past – quite
“challenging” – year.

In the first three months of 2020, the RoadHoG Bus was out and about in pretty much the same way that
it had been for the previous ten years. Following the first “lockdown” we then had to adapt to a completely
new way of working which included “Social Distancing” and the use of “Personal Protective Equipment”.
However, thanks to the hard work of those Team Members who did not need to isolate (many of whom
regularly worked at more than one Stop) and the support of Boston Community Police, we managed to
provide help and support for the young people of Boston and District for a further three months – although
in a somewhat different way than we – or indeed the young people – had previously been used to.  We
began to work more outside of the Bus – which in Summer and early Autumn was nice, but as the evenings
grew colder - was perhaps not quite so! However, being outside allowed us to have contact with parents,
passers-by and other folk (many of whom were adults) and so the sphere of our outreach widened
accordingly. We were also able to chat with slightly older groups of young people who had previously not
been on the Bus, because they thought (as many of them told us) that the Bus was for “young kids” and
many interesting conversations were had because of it.

Realising that we needed some other means of reaching out to young people, Tony Coe worked particu-
larly hard on the Website - almost reinventing it to make it more interactive – especially in the area of
prayer, so that youngsters can bring their prayer requests and know that people will be praying for them.
Our thanks go to Howard Smedley, the Safeguarding Officer for the County’s Methodist Churches, who
helped Tony ensure that we had all Safeguarding measures in place to provide the necessary anonymity
for anyone using the Virtual Prayer Room.  Because we couldn’t meet in person for prayer, we increased
the number of Prayer Meetings using Zoom (the next one is planned for Friday 8th Jan at 7pm – we will
be sending log-in details around during that week – please join us?), and the Bus Team Members formed
an on-line “Prayer Chain”, so that we could uphold each other throughout this very difficult period. Please
do remember that prayer is at the very heart of the RoadHoG Project – without it we simply cannot proceed.

So, what will happen to RoadHoG during 2021?
Well, I know that we will be surrounded with prayer – thank you! I know too that we will be able to count on
Boston Community Police to guide us as to just what will be safe to do and when as the level of restrictions
change over the course of the year. I also know that our Team Members will be back on the Bus just as
soon as it is safe for them to do so (as one Team Members recently told me “you try stopping us!”) and that
we will adapt as necessary to do whatever it takes to offer the young people of this area any and all the
support that we can following the extremely difficult year that they have just experienced. I know that many
of the youngsters have suffered severe stress due to the normality of their lives – the framework of home,
socialising, schools, etc – being removed and/or strangely distorted. Their relationships with friends,
parents, neighbours, etc have changed – perhaps some irrevocably – and that has left many distressed
and distraught, but by God’s grace and through His enabling, we will be back out there for them just as
soon as we can be.

Partner Churches:, New Life Community Church, Boston Baptist Church,
the Beacon Church, Boston Methodist Circuit and the Anglican Holland Deanery.

Project contact: www.roadhogbus.org.uk



Keeping in touch
Kevin.smithbone@btinternet.com  or call on 01205366379

Newsletters - to be added to the newsletter address list, please contact Rita on
rita.corke@btinternet.com

Dont’ forget to check out the website:
www.roadhog.bus.org.uk

For activity sheets, a family quiz, prizes and the virtual Prayer Room!!

Points for prayer
Praise God for:
-Every visit we have been able to make in 2020.
-Every conversation with young people, parents, passers by.
-Great support from local police, volunteers and supporters.
-Everyone who has prayed for RoadHoG
-Once again providing for our needs.
-All those who have accessed the website.

Pray for:
-The web site - that it will be well used, especially the online Prayer Room.
-Our ongoing financial needs, that God will continue to provide
-Wisdom to know when the bus can safely get back on the road and local visits re-start
-All those struggling with the ongoing restrictions, the isolation and the fear that the pandemic has caused.
Continue to pray for a real sense of God’s presence and peace, a rapid roll out of the vaccine, and a return
to a more ‘normal’ life.

I know that Tony will be back in the schools doing the wonderful work that has caused him to be so
much demand by the teaching professionals of those schools, who recognise his professionalism,
dedication and God-based love for the young people he works with.

I know that we can count on each of our many Supporters, Team Members, local Churches, CTiB, LYM
and the many funders who ensure that we have the financial resources to carry on our work – to each
of you I say a very heartfelt “Thank You”!

By God’s grace – we will be back!

Kev When?  Friday 8th January 2021
From 7-8pm

Where?  On Zoom (details to follow)
Why?  This is the bus that runs on prayer

(and a bit of diesel!)

We are pleased to announce that we have been shortlisted to
be Coop Community Champions in 2021!  If we are selected
then the Coop will donate funds to RoadHoG.

If you have a Lincolnshire Coop Dividend card, then you can
vote for us.  Voting will take place between Monday 18th Janu-
ary to Sunday 31st January.  To vote either:
-Go to lincolnshire.coop/ccvote and vote for RoadHoG Boston
(Linconshire Youth Mission)
-or call 01522 781 135 to vote over the phone.

Thankyou!


