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An eventful month...
Praise God – the roadHoG Bus is
still on the road – just!!! Let me
explain………..
A few weeks ago I was horrified to
see the Bus draw up at the Fishtoft
Stop in a cloud of steam – no –
despite the soaring cost of diesel,
John hadn’t decided to convert the
old girl to coal power. We had a
problem, but that evening we
couldn’t see what it was. However, a
thorough examination by Ben the
next day revealed that there was
water being forced out of the
engine between the cylinder block
and the cylinder head – not
something
anyone
with
any
mechanical knowledge wants to
hear.

This immediately presented us with
three serious questions, 1) if it can
be fixed – how much will it cost, 2)
how long will we have to have the
Bus off the road and 3) should we
risk taking her to Swineshead the
very next evening?

John and Ben had a chat with some
folk who have a greater knowledge
of this type of engine than we do
who all agreed that this would
almost certainly be a major job meaning that the Bus would be off
the road for some considerable
time ☹!
However, one of the folk they spoke
to suggested adding a (very
expensive) material (a sort of
“Super Goop”) to the coolant in the
hope that it would seal off the leak
– although it would only be a
temporary solution. What to do?
We prayed and added the “Goop”
to the engine and headed out in
faith to Swineshead with John
driving – the Bus arrived safely, but
John was engulfed in so much
steam that he could barely see out
of the window – clearly that hadn’t
worked.
Praise God though, that we had a
great night at Swineshead with a
good number of youngsters aboard

However as I followed John back to
the yard afterwards, the cloud of
steam grew larger. We prayed! Boy
did we pray! The next morning, John
added still more Super Goop and…it
worked!! Praise God.
The “fix” might only be temporary,
but at least we’re out on the road
again. How long will it last? No idea!
Hopefully until the Summer Break, so
we can get it fixed whilst Ben will be
welding the chassis back together –
oh, did I mention the terrible rust
we’ve recently found in the wheel
arches?
The Bus is thirty-three years old now
and is showing her age (the wooden
floors are also beginning to crumble).
All of that, combined with the scarcity
of spare parts means that the
question we have to ask ourselves is,
“is spending money on her a good
use of the limited financial resources
that are available to us?”. The answer
to that is unfortunately a resounding
NO!

Continued...

Replacement of the bus by a newer one is the only
sensible answer, but the cost is estimated to be
somewhere between £100,000 & £150,000. Nothing to
God, but a huge amount to us!
To date we have received about £1,200 as part of a
bequest, so there’s a very long way to go if the roadHoG
Project is to continue in and around Boston for very
much longer.
Are we concerned – yes! Are we worried NO! God can
and will sort it all out, but we do need your help. First and
foremost we need your Prayers, for funds to become
available and for us to know God’s leading as to where to
seek funding from, for folk to find it in the hearts to give –
as they gave all those years ago when the Project began –
and for larger funders to respond favorably to our
requests for help.
This is now urgent – please, please do pray for the
roadHoG Project – thank you!
However, it’s not all doom and gloom – Tony has some
good news for us:

Schools Update

We are now supporting 7 primary and 1 secondary
school and have visits booked with them. The timetable is
not as busy as pre-pandemic, but we praise God that
schools still want us to visit. Only two weeks ago two
more schools responded to our emails from January,
saying that they are now in the position to invite us back,
so it just goes to show that schools remain under a lot of
pressure. Please pray for staff and pupils. One school
cancelled their visit until after SATS in May.
I have decided to continue with my same four lessons, all
have been received well since 2018 and provides me a
platform to share about my faith. The Lincolnshire
schools RE syllabus provides children the opportunity to
think about journeys and the journeys of saints. This
provides me a great opportunity to talk about the bus’s
journey from school bus to youth bus, gives them a
chance to think about their own journey of life and finally
a chance for me to talk about my journey of faith.
We are planning to distribute again 450 copies of “It’s
Your Move” books. This book is a wonderful resource,
produced by Scripture Union, to help children move up
to secondary school. Last year we spent around £6-700
on the books, but were helped by financial gifts from local
supporters. If this is something you feel you can help us
with
again,
then
please
contact
us
on
roadhogbus@gmail.com or click the button on the home
page of our website.

...Please feel free to check out the website bus timetable to
see when the bus is going into a school next. We don’t
publicise the name of the school where we are going, but it
will give you fuel for much needed prayer. Thank you for your
ongoing interest and support in our ministry to young people
in the area.
Tony!

Finally

Thanks for reading this Newsletter, but most of all –thanks
for praying for us. As stated previously finding sufficient
funds for a new Bus is nothing for the one who created the
World, we just need to be in tune with His leading and faithful
to His calling.
Every Blessing,
Kev!
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